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ment; and the Opposition, curiously enough, did exactly as well in the Commons.1 But with that flicker of resentment the independence of Parliament, as applied to the question of national expenditure, for the present ended. Throughout the Session Ministers got their own way, and on most occasions got it very easily. Twelve thousand additional seamen were voted for the fleet, and the land force was raised to a strength of fifty-five thousand men. On paper, at any rate, the army was trebled by a single operation; the estimates for the fighting services were nearly doubled; and the price of Consols fell five points during the five opening months of the year I/76.2 Such were the first fruits of those economies which were confidently promised when the methods, by which Chatham had induced America spontaneously to assist in the defence of the empire, were exchanged for the policy of compulsory taxation as propounded by George Grenville and Charles Townshend.
It was exactly what Burke had foretold, Months before the Session opened, he addressed to Lord Rock-ingham, and through Lord Rockingham to the Whig party, a letter of exhortation so eloquent that it might well have roused to arms even the garrison of that Castle of Indolence. " As sure as we have now an existence," he wrote, "if the meeting of Parliament should catch your Lordship and your friends in an unprepared state, nothing but disgrace and ruin can attend the cause you are at the head of. I protest to God that your reputation, your duty, and the duty and honour of us all who profess your sentiments, from the highest to the lowest of us, demand at this time one honest hearty effort, in order to keep our hands from blood, and if possible keep the poor, giddy, thoughtless people from plunging headlong into this impious war."
1 Richmond's motion for an Address was supported by 29 peers, and opposed by 79, exclusive of Proxies.    The Treaties were approved in the House of Commons by 242 to 88.
2 The  estimates  for  Army, Navy, and Ordnance were 3,879,264/. in 1775, and 7,54i,O49/, in 1776.   The Funds were at 88 on the first of January 1776, and at 83 on the twenty-fourth of May.